
 

235 W. Johns Road  830-357-2000 
Boerne, Texas 78006  www.boerne-isd.net 

 

CAMPUS: Boerne Middle School South 

COURSE: 8th grade PreAP Reading 
 

PREAP/AP SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT PURPOSE 

Boerne ISD believes that the key to being a great reader is to read extensively, and the key to being a great writer is 

through exposure to great writing. Reading is not solely reserved for the school year; life-long learning stems from 

becoming a life-long reader. Summer provides time to enjoy uninterrupted reading that allows students to absorb 

and contemplate ideas from their reading experience in preparation for beginning of the school year literary 

discussions. Summer reading and the subsequent in-class assignments give students a strong foundation to build 

upon as they move through the PreAP/AP English Language Arts program. 

ELAR Secondary Coordinator: Jayne M. Burton Jayne.Burton@boerneisd.net

 
BMSS requires students who are enrolled in Pre-AP Reading to read over the summer to: 

● Allow teachers to begin literary discussions at the level of depth and complexity required in an 

Advanced Academics course during the first weeks of school 

● Build a base of literature from which students will draw when completing advanced placement 

assessments 

  

Assignment/Grading: 

Students in Grade 8 Pre-AP classes will be given a choice of two summer reading novels to read and 

complete the required assignment. Students will complete oral and written assignments during the first 

several weeks of school based on their summer reading. We will then utilize these novels throughout the 

course of the year. 

  

Novel selections are on page 2 and the required assignment is on the page 3 of this document. Discussion 

over the novels will begin the first week of school. Students will receive minor and major grades 

connected to their reading. 

 

The reading should be completed prior to August 20, 2018, as assignments will be due the first day of 

school. Students will also be expected to bring their novels with them to class each day. No e-books, 

please; paper or hardback copies only!   

  

How were the books chosen for these lists? 

Books are chosen based on the following criteria: 

● Appropriate readability for independent summer reading 

● High interest for students at the designated grade level 

 

Please note that some of the books on the list may contain mature language or situations. We strongly 

encourage parents and/or guardians to preview the books. 

  

If questions arise, please do not hesitate to email.  

 

Melissa Ballin 

melissa.ballin@boerneisd.net 

Marjanna Clements 

marjanna.clements@boerneisd.net 

Sheryl Robinson 

sheryl.robinson@boerneisd.net 
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Students entering Grade 8 Pre-AP  will read ONE of the books from the following list: 

 

Code of Honor by Alan Gratz  

Kamran Smith has it all. He's the star of the football team, dates the most popular girl in school, 

and can't wait to enlist in the Army like his big brother, Darius. Although Kamran's family hails 

from Iran, Kamran has always felt 100% American. Accepted. And then everything implodes. 

Darius is accused of being a terrorist. Kamran refuses to believe it, but the evidence is there -- 

Darius has been filmed making threats against his country, hinting at an upcoming deadly attack. 

Kamran's friends turn on him -- suddenly, in their eyes, he's a terrorist, too. Kamran knows it's up 

to him to clear his brother's name. In a race against time, Kamran must piece together a series of 

clues and codes that will lead him to Darius -- and the truth. But is it a truth Kamran is ready to 

face? And is he putting his own life at risk? 

Find this book at Barnes & Noble or order on Amazon 

 

The Girl I Used to Be by April Henry 

 

 

When Olivia's mother was killed, everyone suspected her father of murder. But his whereabouts 

remained a mystery. Fast forward fourteen years. New evidence now proves Olivia's father was 

actually murdered on the same fateful day her mother died. That means there's a killer still at 

large. It's up to Olivia to uncover who that may be. But can she do that before the killer tracks her 

down first? 

    Find this book at Barnes & Noble or order on Amazon 

 

 

 

Notes From The Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick  

 

16-year-old Alex decides to get even. His parents are separated, his father is dating his former 

third-grade teacher, and being 16 isn't easy, especially when it comes to girls. Instead of revenge 

though, Alex ends up in trouble with the law and is ordered to do community service at a senior 

center where he is assigned to Solomon Lewis, a "difficult" senior with a lot of gusto, advice for 

Alex, and a puzzling (yet colorful) Yiddish vocabulary. Eventually, the pair learn to deal with 

their past and each other in ways that are humorous, entertaining, and life changing. 

   Find this book at Barnes & Noble or order on Amazon 
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BMSS Grade 8 Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Assignment Instructions 

You will complete the following assignments: 

1. Conflict Resolution/Theme- Typed Responses  

a. Discuss how the character’s internal and/or external conflict influences his or her 

actions throughout the novel?   

 

B. Create two appropriate theme statements that correlate to the overall 

understanding of your novel. Use text evidence to support your theme 

statements. 

 

2. Non-Fiction Article- Find an article online from a reliable source that correlates with one 

of your theme statements and print it.  

Ex: Little Red Riding Hood: Theme- Don’t talk to Strangers → Nonfiction article 
about child safety from The New York Times- Online Ed. 

 

Things to Remember…. 

● All responses should be written in complete sentences with proper spelling and 

mechanics. 

● Answers to the following questions should be typed and printed; please be sure to 

type the question as well.  

● Text evidence = direct quotations with page numbers 

● Times New Roman or Century Gothic 

● 12 pt font 

 

Due August 20/21- First day of school. Please bring your typed responses and your non-

fiction article to your Pre-AP Reading teacher. 


